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PREFACE.

S'i-Sankardchirya’s commentaries on what is called the
Prasthdnatraya, the threefold basis of the Veddntic doctrine
comprising the Upanishads, the Bhagavadgitd and the
Sariraka-Mimamsa-Sttra, are undoubtedly the most genuine
of his productions. Besides these, there are many other
works—commentaries as well as independent treatises on
Vedantic philosophy, and devotional hymns—ascribed to him.
It is DLy his miscellaneous works including many popular
Vedantic tracts and devotiona] hymns that his doctrine is
known to the people at large. They are deservedly held in
high esteem as embodying loftiest thoughts in a simple lucid
and altogether enchanting form. They are so popular with
the Hindus of average education that many a popular devo-
tional bhymmn, by whomsoever written in imitation of his
genuine ones, are fathered upon him and are read as if they
were his own. Though, under these circumstances, there is
no guarantee that all the works that go by his name are his
genuine productions, yet it is desirable to compile in one
place all his miscellaneous works excepting of course those
that bear clear marks of spuriousness on their very face,
if only with a view to afford to the student materials from
which to pick up the most genuine ones. The Editor does
not undertake the serious responsibility of making the choice,
inasmuch as, if he were to do so, he is afraid that he may
run the risk of setting aside wmuch that has been held very
sacred by devout admirers of the Great Teacher. But even
those pieces which are of doubtful genuineness have their
own value, at the worst as imitations of the great popular
writer, or as forming a well-edited collection of tracts and reli-
gious lyrics which have been a source of spiritual and philoso«
phical instruction to many a pious and enquiring Hindu,
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This volume forming the first part of S1i-S'a nkaréchirya’s
miscellaneous works comprises his commentaries on Vishnu-
sahasranfima and Sanatsujitiya, which, like the Bhagavadgita,
are among the most precious gems he hasdug out of the mine
of the Mahibhirata. Nome of the published editions of these
two commentaries seems to have been prepared with the care
which the corrupt state of most of the manuscripts of the
works demands. The present edition has been prepared from
best manuscripts found in the Government Oriental Library
and in the libraries of several mutts in this province including
the Sringeri Mutt. Téraka-Brahmanandasarasvati’s gloss on
the commentary on Vishnusahasrandma obtained from the
Stingeri Mutt has been often consulted, and it kas proved
very helpful in fixing the text of the commentary wherever
the manuscripts of the latter differed widely from one
another,

A.M.S.
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